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Project Name: Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area

Responsible Entity: City of Omaha, Planning Department, Housing and Community Development Division

Certifying Officer Name & Title [24 CFR 58.2(a)(2)]: William Lukash, Provisional Assistant Director-City
of Omaha Planning Department, Housing and Community Development
Environmental Review Record (ERR) File #: 2017-001
Project Location: Omaha, Nebraska

Estimated Total Project Cost (all sources): approximately $16,600,000

Amount of HUD Assistance: approximately $14,000,000
HUD Grant Program: HOME, CDBG

Grant Recipient (if different from Responsible Entity) [24 CFR 58.2(a)(5)]:

Recipient Address & Phone:

RE Project Contact Name & Phone:

CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL:

The developer must follow the City of Omaha’s (“City”) building codes for housing construction projects 1.
The building codes are available to the public through the City’s website.

All new construction must be built with radon resistant construction. This means a passive radon system
must be installed. When the home is finished, a subsequent test must be conducted to ensure that radon
levels are low. If not, the passive system must be converted to an active system. Radon mitigation must
occur if the radon levels are high. This likely means the passive radon system will be converted to an active
system. Please see the Contamination and Toxic Substances section.
Developers must work with the City to ensure the soil on all properties is sampled for high lead
concentrations and cleaned-up, if necessary. Please see the Contamination and Toxic Substances
section.
Developers should consult with the City about any future building sites due to concerns over lead
contamination, noise, and historic preservation.

1

City of Omaha Planning Department, Codes and Amendments https://permits.cityofomaha.org/codes-amendments
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FINDING:

[58.40(g)]

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

(The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of the human environment.)
Finding of Significant Impact

(The project may significantly affect the quality of the human environment.)
Preparer Signature:

Preparer Name & Title: Nicole Engels, Environmental City Planner
Preparer’s Agency (If Different from RE):
RE Approving Official Signature:

Date:

Date:

RE Approving Official Name & Title: William Lukash, Provisional Assistant Director-Housing and
Community Development

PROJECT PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION:

The Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area (NAFRA) is bounded on the north by Sprague
Street, Wirt Street on the south, 24th Street on the east, and 27th Street/the North Freeway on the west 2.
The neighborhood began developing in the 1890s and was fully developed by the 1940s. It is a largely
residential neighborhood with some civic and commercial spaces. This neighborhood revitalization effort
will prioritize properties within these boundaries but will not be strictly limited to them. Nearby properties
may also be affected as part of the redevelopment effort.

The purpose of the redevelopment plan is to develop and implement a holistic neighborhood revitalization
plan with input from the community 3. One aspect of this is to improve housing throughout the NAFRA
through site clearance, demolition of degraded structures, construction of infill housing, and rehabilitation
of existing structures. While the 2016 redevelopment plan calls for approximately 60 single-family homes
to be built on currently vacant parcels, this plan may instead focus on rehabilitation of existing structures,
2
3

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area Map, See Appendix 1

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Plan, 2016, See Appendix 1
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demolition of degraded structures, small public improvement projects, and streetscape projects. While
some homes are likely to be built, that will be a smaller aspect of the City’s activities in the area. The
redevelopment plan calls for approximately 80 homes to be rehabilitated. While the City may purchase,
rehabilitate, and resell these properties, owner-occupants and investor-owners will also receive grant
assistance. Habitat for Humanity will also be focusing on the same area with rehabilitation, demolition, and
new construction projects. Other developers, such as Gesu Housing or Holy Name Housing, may also
develop properties in the neighborhood.
The NAF Redevelopment Plan allows for low-density multi-family housing and mixed-used development
along the 24th Street corridor. A mix of Community Development Block Grants, City Redevelopment Bonds,
Tax Increment Financing, and private development funds may be used for this development.
At the time that this Environmental Assessment was prepared, the exact addresses where work will take
place have not been identified. As individual properties are identified, a Tier II Environmental Assessment
will be conducted prior to any funds being committed to the site. Sections of the assessment needing
further investigation in the Tier II will be identified throughout this document.

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TRENDS

Over the last sixty years, the population in the larger North Omaha area has declined to approximately a
third the size that it was in 1960. Between 2000 and 2010, the NAFRA stayed relatively stable in the
number of residents (1,072 in 2000, 1,062 in 2010) and the number of housing units (533 in 2000, 539 in
2010). While housing in the NAFRA was already predominantly renter-occupied in 2000, there was an
almost 10% increase in renter-occupied properties by 2010 (57.6% to 67.4%) 4. The housing stock shows
some signs of decay. A survey conducted during the establishment of the redevelopment plan found that
only about 30% of homes in the NAFRA were in good condition. 68 of the 323 surveyed (19.8%) had major
condition issues. There are also more than 100 vacant lots within the NAFRA.

There are positive activities in the NAFRA that the City and developers can build on. The Salvation Army is
planning a $10 million project that will expand on the physical facility as well as the social services and
recreational activities available to the community. There is a strong, core group of neighbors that are
dedicated to the improvement of the community as well. The neighborhood association is active in
planning events such as block parties and representing the area at the North Omaha Neighborhood
Alliance. In the summer of 2017, they received a small grant from the City’s Mayor’s Office for
beautification along North 24th Street. Plants were purchased and the neighborhood association is working
with the community to provide continued care for them.

4

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Plan, 2016, See Appendix 1
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PART 1: STATUTORY CHECKLIST
[24 CFR § 58.5]

The following sections provide information about each of the 24 CRF §58.5 categories. Each category is
either in compliance or not. This is indicated in the “status” box.

An “A” indicates the project is in compliance because, either because (1) the nature of the project does not
implicate the authority under consideration, or (2) supporting information documents that project
compliance has been achieved.

A “B” indicates the project requires an additional compliance step or action, including but not limited to
consultation with or approval from and oversight agency, performance of a study or analysis, completion of
remediation or mitigation measures, or obtaining a license of permit.

Compliance documentation consists of verifiable source documents and/or relevant base data. Much of the
information used to generate this EA was obtained from websites and therefore website links are provided
as a resource. Resources that could be easily reproduced are attached. The remaining resources can be
accessed by contacting the City staff presented in the Finding section presented previously.

1. AIR QUALITY

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
Clean Air Act sections 176(c) & (d), and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93]
Compliance Status: A

Air Quality [Clean Air Act Section 176 (c) & (d), and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93]

According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, (“EPA”), Douglas County, where Omaha is
located, has not had a non-attainment problem since the year 2000 5. The development area is not located
in a non-attainment area. Although air quality fluctuates in Omaha, the air quality is acceptable. The
development area is, however, located next to the North Freeway/Highway 75. Environmental justice
scores, discussed below, suggest that the area has high levels of pollutants such as PM2.5 6. If there are
mitigation measures that can be taken within the NAFRA, their implementation should be considered.
Nebraska Nonattainment/Maintenance Status for Each County by Year for All Criteria Pollutants, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_ne.html, accessed 6/7/2017,
see Appendix 2

5

PM2.5 is fine, inhalable particles with diameters generally 2.5 micrometers and smaller, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics, accessed
1/16/2018
6
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Air quality permits in Omaha are issued by the Omaha Air Quality Control (“OAQC”). There are three types
of permits issued by OAQC; construction permits 7, air operating permits 8, and administrative permits 9.
Based on the definitions provided by OAQC, housing construction and rehabilitation do not require any of
the three permits. There are no permitted facilities within the NAFRA. The closest facility with a permit
issued by OAQC is West Plains, LLC., which is approximately 0.8 miles from the southeast corner of the
NAFRA. Several other permitted sources are between one and two miles from the site. It is under the
purview of OAQC to assure that all facilities are in compliance with the issued permits and applicable
regulations.

OAQC also oversees EPA’s hazardous air pollutant regulations (called “MACT” standards) within the
jurisdiction of Omaha. These regulations cover a broad spectrum of pollutants and activities. Affected
sources include those that may already be permitted as well as smaller “area” sources that do not require a
construction or operating permit. They are required to submit annual compliance notifications to OAQC.
There are no area sources identified within the boundaries of the NAFRA. In an email 10, OAQC noted that
there is one metal fabrication facility to the north of the site on 25th Street approximately 150 feet north of
Sprague Street. In a windshield survey, Planning staff identified a mechanic and auto body shop that OAQC
was not aware of. They will contact the facility to assure compliance with all relevant regulations. OAQC has
not identified any other affected sources within the redevelopment area.
Asbestos

Asbestos is a hazardous material that was used in a wide variety of products, including building materials,
that is linked to a variety of lung diseases. Asbestos abatement activities in single-family dwellings and
multi-family dwellings with four or fewer units are addressed in Nebraska’s Department of Health and
Human Services in the Nebraska Administrative Code, Title 178, Chapter 22 11. Housing within the NAFRA
exists mostly of such structures and all projects must comply with these regulations.

The NAFRA does contain some commercial structures. While it is unlikely that these will be affected by
HUD-funded activities, 40 CFR 61 Subpart M lays out USEPA’s regulations for abatement and demolition of
these structures. These structures are also subject to the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services regulations noted above.
Construction Permitting Program, Omaha Air Quality Control, https://publicworks.cityofomaha.org/air-qualitycontrol/permitting-programs/construction-permit-program, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 2

7

Operating Permit Program, Omaha Air Quality Control, https://publicworks.cityofomaha.org/air-qualitycontrol/permitting-programs/operating-permit-program, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 2
8

Administrative Permits, Omaha Air Quality Control, https://publicworks.cityofomaha.org/air-qualitycontrol/permitting-programs/administrative-permits, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 2
9

10

Email with Dan May, Omaha Air Quality Control, 6/7/2017, See Appendix 2

Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 178 NAC 22, http://www.sos.ne.gov/rules-andregs/regsearch/Rules/Health_and_Human_Services_System/Title-178/Chapter-22.pdf, Accessed 6/7/2017
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2. AIRPORT HAZARDS

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
(Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones) [24 CFR 51D]
Compliance Status: A

The development area is located approximately 2.75 miles from the end of the nearest runway (14L-32R)
at Omaha’s Eppley Airfield. The project is not located within a Runway Protection Zone (“RPZ”) of Eppley
Airfield. Please see Appendix 3 for a map of the airport layout 12.

The Millard Airport is located just over 10 miles from the project site. The project site is not located in the
RPZ of the Millard Airport. Please see Appendix 3 for a map of the airport layout 13.
The nearest military airfield, Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, NE is greater than 12 miles away. The
project site is not located in the Clear Zone or the Accident Potential Zone. Please see Appendix 3 for a
map of the airfield layout 14.

3. COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[Coastal Zone Management Act sections 307(c) & (d)]

Compliance Status: A

There are no coastal zones within Nebraska 15.

12
13

Eppley Airfield Airport Layout Drawing, Coffman Associates, December 2, 1997, see Appendix 3

Millard Airport, Airport Layout Plan, Airport Layout Drawing, February 6, 2009, see Appendix 3

Department of the Air Force, Air Combat Command, Offutt AFB, AICUZ, Figure 3: Accident Potential Zones, June
2006, see Appendix 3
14

Ocean and Coastal Resources Management, https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/mystate/, accessed 5/15/2017, see
Appendix 4
15
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4. CONTAMINATION AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[24 CFR 58.5 (i)(2)]

Compliance Status: B

Lead
According to the Omaha Lead Registry, the redevelopment area is located within the focus area of the
Omaha Lead Superfund Site (“OLS”) 16. The OLS addresses lead contamination at residential and residentialtype properties which became contaminated due to historic air emissions from two lead smelting
operations located along the Missouri River in eastern Omaha. The status of properties in the development
area vary. The City now manages the OLS through a cooperative agreement with the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”). The City will work with contractors, mostly Habitat for
Humanity, to ensure properties needing sampling and properties awaiting soil clean-up are addressed
following the OLS sampling and remediation protocols.
Radon
Omaha is in Radon Zone 1. Areas in Zone 1 have the highest potential for radon levels exceeding 4
picoCuries per Liter. Homes with radon levels exceeding 4 picoCuries per Liter should have radon
mitigated. The City has developed radon policies for new construction17. All new construction projects
must follow this policy. A copy of the radon policy is attached.

Hazardous Sites
City staff conducted a field survey, reviewed historical and current aerial photography and the Sandborn
Fire Insurance Company maps, and utilized the EPA’s NEPAssist tool 18 to assess what, if any, potentially
hazardous sites are in the NAFRA. There are currently several commercial and light industrial sites along
the perimeter of the NAFRA. As noted above, there is one metal fabrication shop and one mechanic shop
directly to the north of the NAFRA boundaries. Within half a mile, there are several other industrial sites to
the north and east of the NAFRA boundaries. It is unlikely that these sites will have an impact on the
NAFRA.
Historically, the NAFRA has not had any development of significant concern. Sandborn Fire Insurance
Company maps indicate that there have never been any underground storage tanks or industrial
development within the boundaries of the NAFRA. There has been no evidence of potentially hazardous
sites found through the review process.

The Tier II environmental review process will be required to address lead and radon hazards as specific
addresses for rehabilitation and new construction are identified.
16
17
18

Omaha Lead Superfund Site, www.omahalead.org, accessed 6/7/2017

Radon Mitigation for Rehabilitation Projects Policy, City of Omaha, August 2015, see Appendix 5

US Environmental Protection Agency NEPAssist Tool, https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist, Accessed 6/12/2017
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5. ENDANGERED SPECIES

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[50 CFR 402]

Compliance Status: A

Since the development area is located in an urban area and isn’t located in near a waterway, it is highly
unlikely that any threatened or endangered species, or critical habitat, are present in this area.

The City of Omaha had contacted both the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (“NGPC”) and the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) to determine if threatened or endangered species, or critical
habitats, will be impacted by this project. Letters of inquiry were sent to both agencies in 2016.
On February 2, 2017, the USFWS provided a response indicating they had “no concerns 19.”

On February 17, 2017, the NGPC provided a response indicating that “the project as described will have no
adverse effects on state-listed endangered or threatened species 20.”

6. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[Executive Order 12898]
Compliance Status: A

As noted previously in Section 4 Contamination and Toxic Substances, there are a number of near-by
industrial sites or sites that may handle toxic waste, but they are all sufficiently distant from the boundaries
of the site to not be of concern. The EJScreen web tool 21 was used to determine if there were any
environmental justice (“EJ”) indexes that were high (indicating potential environmental justice issues.)

An EJSCREEN Report 22 is attached. PM2.5, Traffic Proximity and Volume, Lead Paint Indicator, and
Proximity to NPL sites all score highly in the State Percentile category. This is not surprising since the sites
are located within an area with older housing, are near three major roads, and is located in the Final Focus

Letter from Eliza Hines, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to William Lukash, City of Omaha, February 2, 2017,
see Appendix 6
19

Letter from Carey Grell, Nebraska Game and Park Commission, to William Lukash, City of Omaha, February 17,
2017, see Appendix 6
20

21

EJScreen, United States Environmental Protection Agency, https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/, accessed 6/7/2017

EJSCREEN Report, Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area, United States Environmental Protection
Agency, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 7
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Area of the Omaha Lead Site. The NAFRA is also close to an industrial area, although the facilities discussed
in the hazardous sites review all seem to be in compliance with relevant regulations or are no longer
operating. All of the variables score highly on the EPA Region Percentile as well.

People living in new homes will not be affected by lead-based paint and rehabilitation projects are also
likely to reduce lead-based paint hazards. The new homes will be built with sufficient noise mitigation, see
Noise Control, below. PM2.5 is something the City has been dealing with for many years. There have not
been any significant programs to address the issue. There have been efforts to curb ground level ozone,
which is tied to many of the same sources (namely automobiles) as PM2.5. The same activities targeted for
ground level ozone reductions would likely also result in lower PM2.5 levels. The high air pollution scores
in this Census Block Group, which is high even relative to other high areas, could be related to the
proximity of the North Freeway/Highway 75. Other potential sources of PM2.5 nearby include OPPD’s
North Omaha power plant. Currently, the facility has two coal-fired energy generating units (EGUs) and one
natural gas fired EGU. By 2023, all three EGUs are planned to be converted to burn natural gas, which will
lead to a reduction in PM2.5. The City and partners will continue to consider options for air quality
improvements as they are identified.

No further action is required to address EJ issues, however it may be worthwhile to consider how to reduce
these issues as redevelopment plans further solidify. Lead hazards and healthy home concerns will be
addressed as specific sites for rehabilitation and new construction are identified. Noise burdens will be
lessened by new construction and rehabilitation efforts. Focusing on rehabilitation instead of new
construction may create a smaller increase in the density of low-income residents in this area with high EJ
scores.

7. EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMABLE OPERATIONS

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[24 CFR 51C]

Compliance Status: A

A visual survey of aerial photographs and an on-the-ground survey of properties in the NAFRA did not
identify any above ground storage tanks (“AST”) within a mile of the site’s borders. There does not appear
to be a risk from explosives or flammable operations to this project.
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8. FARMLAND PROTECTION

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[7 CFR 658]

Compliance Status: A

There is no farmland at the project site 23. Farmland will not be impacted by this project.

9. FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[24 CFR 55, Executive Order 11988]
Compliance Status: A

The entire area of the NAFRA is located on Floodplain Panel 31055C0237H 24. Within the boundaries of the
NAFRA is classified as Zone X. There are no special flood hazard areas within the redevelopment area.

10. HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[36 CFR 800]

Compliance Status: B

Development within the NAFRA goes back to the 1890s. Within the boundaries of the project are 13
structures (commercial and single-family homes) that are recommended to be placed on the National
Register of Historic Places and more than sixty that will require further investigation 25.

As part of the Tier II Environmental Assessment for every structure, a Section 106 historic review must be
conducted before any site is committed to. The City is able to make this determination through a
Programmatic Agreement between the City and the State Historic Preservation Officer 26.

23

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area map, see Appendix 1

FEMA Flood Map Service Center, web print out for panels 0237H, Federal Emergency Management Agency,
December 2, 2005, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 8
24
25

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Plan, 2016
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11. NOISE CONTROL

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[24 CFR 51B]

Compliance Status: B

There are several road noise sources near the redevelopment area, North 24th Street, Sprague Street,
Bristol Street, and Spencer Street. There are other near-by roads, but the traffic count data for these roads
is not available and so it is assumed they do not significantly contribute to the noise levels at the site. Road
noise sources with traffic count data will not affect all
The North Freeway/Highway 75 is located along the western border of the NAFRA. There is an earthen
berm that runs the entire length of this boundary. It is generally about eight feet above the height of North
27th Street. Because of this berm, it is assumed that the North Freeway does not significantly contribute to
the noise level at homes within the NAFRA.

No railroad main lines are located within 3,000 feet of the project site. It is assumed that this noise source
does not significantly contribute to the noise levels of the neighborhood.

There are five airfields located within 15 miles of the project site. Those noise sources include Eppley
Airfield, Council Bluffs Municipal Airport, Offutt Air Force Base, North Omaha Airport, and Millard Airport.
The North Omaha Airport is not publicly owned and therefore is not required to have noise contour maps.
It is approximately 4 miles from the project site so it is unlikely to contribute noise. The noise contour
maps for Offutt Air Force Base 27 and Eppley Airfield 28 indicate that noise levels from the these airfields do
not extend to the site. The Millard Airport is defined as a “reliever” airport and therefore is not required to
have noise contour maps. The Council Bluffs Airport does not have noise contour maps, but the site is
located over 10 miles from the Development Area and so is unlikely to be of concern.

Because there are several locations scattered across the Development Area, two properties which are likely
to be subjected to the highest noise levels were evaluated. Those properties were 2423 N 25th Street and
3304 N 24th Street. No other properties are likely to have higher noise levels than these two.
HUD’s Day Night Noise Level Calculator was used to determine the noise level at the selected sites. Data
used in the calculation is presented in the attached print outs. The calculated noise level at 2423 N 25th

Programmatic Agreement,
http://planninghcd.cityofomaha.org/images/stories/pdfs/PA%20NE%20SHPO%202013%20Signed.pdf, accessed
5/9/2017, see Appendix 9
26

Figure 4a:1992 Noise Contour, Department of the Air Force, Air Combat Command, Offutt AFB, June 2006, see
Appendix 10
27

Aircraft Noise Exposure Comparison – Past vs. Future, Airport Master Plan, Executive Summary Update, Omaha
Airport Authority, page 6, 2001, see Appendix 10
28
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Street is 60.4 decibels 29, which is in HUD’s Acceptable Noise Level range of under 65 decibels. The
calculated noise level at 3304 N 24th Street is 66.7 decibels 30. This is in HUD’s Normally Unacceptable Noise
Level range of 65.1-75.0 decibels.
HUD further requires a 10-year noise projection when it is possible to create one. The Metropolitan Area
Planning Agency predicts that the population will increase by 12.7% between 2010 and 2020 31. The City
assumes that traffic counts will increase by about the same amount, and so the traffic counts were
increased by 12.7% and the model calculator was run again. The projected noise levels are 61.0 32 and
67.2 33 decibels, respectively.
Noise mitigation is potentially required for some projects. All potential projects should be evaluated for
noise levels in the Tier II Environmental Assessments.

12. WATER QUALITY (SOLE SOURCE AQUIFERS)

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[40 CFR 149]

Compliance Status: A

There are no Sole Source Aquifers in EPA Region 7 which includes Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska 34.

Current Noise Calculation for 2423 N 25th Street, Site DNL Calculator, United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development, https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/dnl-calculator/, accessed 8/18/2017,
see Appendix 10
29

Current Noise Calculation for 3304 N 24th Street, Site DNL Calculator, United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development, https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/dnl-calculator/, accessed 8/18/2017,
see Appendix 10
30

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan, Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, page 2-6, http://mapacog.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/MAPA_2040LRTP_Final_December.pdf, accessed 5/17/2017
31

Projected Noise Calculation for 2423 N 25th Street, Site DNL Calculator, United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development, https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/dnl-calculator/, accessed 8/23/2017,
see Appendix 10
32

Projected Noise Calculation for 3304 N 24th Street, Site DNL Calculator, United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development, https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/dnl-calculator/, accessed 8/23/2017,
see Appendix 10
33

Designated Sole Source Aquifers in EPA Region VII,
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/reportmanagement/published/ESD_900000010000940_11202020_90000
0010001561_1448049600846.pdf, accessed 8/25/2017, see Appendix 11
34
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13. WETLAND PROTECTION

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[24 CFR 55, Executive Order 11990]
Compliance Status: A

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands Inventory web tool 35 was used to
determine if there are any wetlands at the project site. The screen capture presented below shows that
there are no wetlands at the project site.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory web tool,
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html, accessed 8/25/2017
35
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14. WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

Statute, Authority, Executive Order Regulation, or Policy cited at 24 CFR §58.5:
[36 CFR 297]

Compliance Status: A

According to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System website 36, there are two rivers in Nebraska in the
wild and scenic rivers system. The designated sections of the Missouri 37 and Niobrara 38 Rivers are not
located anywhere near the project site. Additionally, the proposed activities at this site will not impact wild
and scenic rivers.

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, http://www.rivers.gov/nebraska.php, accessed 8/25/2017, see Appendix
12
36

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, http://www.rivers.gov/rivers/missouri-ne-sd.php, accessed 8/25/2017,
see Appendix 12
37

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, http://www.rivers.gov/rivers/niobrara.php, accessed 8/25/2017, see
Appendix 12
38
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PART II: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
[Environmental Review Guide HUD CPD-782, 24 CFR 1508.8 & 1508.27]

LAND DEVELOPMENT

CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE AND NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The City’s Comprehensive Plan calls for the construction of new, affordable housing 39. Housing for
extremely low, low, moderate, and middle income large families, families with children, the elderly, public
housing residents, the elderly and frail elderly, persons with physical disabilities and persons with
developmental disabilities are a high priority.

The City developed the NAFRA plan in 2016. The redevelopment plan calls for the construction of
affordable housing as well as the rehabilitation of current homes. Other plans for this neighborhood could
include making the community easier for the elderly and those with physical disabilities to traverse. These
plans are in line with the goals set in the Comprehensive Plan.

The North Omaha Village Revitalization Plan 40 states “build new affordable and market rate housing with a
diversity of housing types 41.”
Habitat for Humanity also owns a significant number of lots in the NAFRA and plans to build affordable
single family homes. This is compliant with the North Omaha Village Plan.

Omaha Council Bluffs Consortium Consolidated Submission for Community Development Programs, 2013-2017
Five-Year Strategy and 2013 Action Plan, https://planninghcd-static2.cityofomaha.org/images/stories/1317CP_hud_amnd_072514.pdf, pages 115-116, accessed 5/17/2017
39

North Omaha Village Revitalization Plan, Executive Summary, April 5, 2011,
http://planninghcd.cityofomaha.org/images/stories/North%20Omaha%20Village%20Plan/01_ExecutiveSummary_P
ROTECTED.pdf, accessed 5/17/2017
40

41

North Omaha Village Revitalization Plan, Executive Summary, April 5, 2011, p 9.
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LAND USE COMPATIBILITY AND CONFORMANCE WITH ZONING
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The City’s Master Plan Future Land Use Map 42 shows the proposed future land use for this site is mostly
low-density residential. The City and Habitat for Humanity’s plan to build and rehabilitate mostly
residences is consistent with the Future Land Use Map. The City will work to address any inconsistencies
between the goals of the redevelopment plan, the current zoning, and the Future Land Use Map.
A majority of the area is zoned for residential use 43, although there are areas reserved for commercial
purposes. The sites with potential for housing construction appear to have the appropriate zoning
classification and would lessen the number of vacant lots in the NAFRA.

URBAN DESIGN – VISUAL QUALITY AND SCALE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

All of the lots with the potential for housing construction are vacant or the structures at the sites are in
poor condition. Development of this area will help bring the neighborhood together in a visual way. The
proposed single-family homes are consistent with the types of homes already present in the area. The
NAFRA has a large number of homes that have become somewhat run down or have not been well
maintained on the exterior. By focusing on redevelopment of homes, the visual quality of the NAFRA will be
raised throughout the neighborhood and maintain the potentially historic quality of many of the structures.
City of Omaha Master Plan, Future Land Use Map,
https://urbanplanning.cityofomaha.org/images/stories/Master%20Plan%20Maps/FutureLandUse_11x17_04-0412.pdf, accessed 5/10/2017
42

City of Omaha Municipal Code, Article VI. – Residential Districts,
https://www.municode.com/library/ne/omaha/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=OMMUCOCHGEORVOII_CH55ZO_
ARTVIREDI_S55-101DRR1R2R3R4R5R6R7R8MH, accessed 5/10/2017

43

City of Omaha Planning Department
Housing and Community Development Division

Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area
Omaha, Nebraska

SLOPE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The NAFRA is a flat neighborhood with only small elevation changes throughout. There is about 18 feet of
elevation change across the development, with the highest point (1,042 feet above mean sea level) located
in the northeastern corner and the lowest point (1,022 feet above mean sea level) located in the
southeastern area.

All single-family lots have previously developed for single-family housing, so slope should not be significant
problem at these sites, however this will need to be evaluated for each site individually.
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EROSION
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

Because all sites developed will be under an acre, neither the City nor any other contractor should need to
develop and be permitted for a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”). However, there is still a
duty to prevent sediment from erosion reaching the streets and waterways established in City code 44.
Habitat for Humanity sometimes does projects that include larger areas of multiple homes that may exceed
one acre. If a project of this scale is planned, Habitat, or any other developer, must apply for and be issued a
SWPPP and comply with all terms of the SWPPP. Erosion should not be a problem as long as property
grading and stormwater runoff design criteria are observed.

SOIL SUITABILITY
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The soil in this area is composed of three units, Urban land-Udorthents-Pohocco complex, Urban landUdorthents-Marshall complex, and Urban land-Udorthents-Judson complex 45. Urban lands are soils that
that have been highly modified due to anthropomorphic causes. They are not designated as prime
farmland. In this case the soils have been modified due to site grading and home construction. It does not
appear that the soil is unsuitable for housing construction or any other proposed undertaking under the
NRI. Based on this information there is no evidence that the soil is unsuitable for development.

Omaha Stormwater, Construction, http://omahastormwater.org/development/construction/, accessed 5/17/2017,
see Appendix 13
44

Custom Soil Resource Report for Douglas County, Nebraska, Neighborhood Action and Fact, Web Soil Survey, United
States Department of Agriculture, 5/11/2017, see Appendix 13
45
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HAZARDS AND NUISANCES, INCLUDING SITE SAFETY
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The NAFRA has seen a decline in the condition of housing over the last twenty years. Vacant lots,
abandoned homes, and structures in poor condition can all provide hazards and nuisances. This project will
provide the opportunity for site clearance, including demolition of degraded structures and cleanup of
unmaintained vacant lots, construction of new infill housing, and rehabilitation of existing structures. By
removing these hazards, the redevelopment activities will have a beneficial impact on the neighborhood.
Site preparation and construction activities may create site-safety hazards if the work area is not properly
secured. Anticipated hazards are consistent with routine construction operations. Operations will be
conducted in accordance with the requirements of OSHA Construction Standards and any that may be
required by the City of Omaha. Once completed, there should be no other hazards or nuisances associated
with the proposed action.

NOISE – EFFECTS OF AMBIENT NOISE ON PROJECT AND CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY NOISE LEVELS
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

As previously discussed in detail, the site is located in an area with high noise levels due to traffic along
North 24th Street, Sprague Street, and Bristol Street. The North Freeway/Highway 75 also runs along the
western border of the neighborhood. While there is an earthen berm that runs along the freeway, the City
may consider options to further dampen noise resulting from this source. This would be beneficial to the
neighborhood.
Elevated noise levels may occur during site preparation and construction activities at the project site.
These sources will likely only occur during the daytime, and be of relatively short duration. Noise sources
will be associated with construction equipment, tools and deliveries of construction materials.

Following completion, the project should have no significant impact on ambient noise in the site vicinity or
on community noise levels. Noise levels at some project sites, particularly rehabilitation projects, may be
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reduced due to improvements in building materials. New windows and doors are likely to be better at noise
mitigation than old materials that may not be in good condition.

AIR QUALITY – EFFECTS OF AMBIENT AIR QUALITY ON PROJECT AND CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY
POLLUTION LEVELS
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

Site preparation and construction activities will not significantly impact ambient air quality standards. Any
impacts are expected to be of comparatively short duration during the site preparation and construction
phases of the project.
Based upon the project scope, the proposed action will not require an air emissions permit.

This neighborhood has elevated environmental justice scores 46, many of which relate to the proximity of
the North Freeway/Highway 75. The City will consider if there are any actions that may be taken to
mitigate some of these air quality issues, such as planting trees as part of construction projects.

If suitable mitigation techniques can be implemented, the project will be beneficial to the air quality of the
NAFRA. If not, the project is considered to have no significant impact on air quality, either positive or
negative.

EJSCREEN Report, Neighborhood Action and Fact Redevelopment Area, United States Environmental Protection
Agency, accessed 6/7/2017, see Appendix 7
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ENERGY CONSERVATION
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

It is not known at this time if energy conservation features will be built into the homes. It is possible that
they may be. Modern construction standards certainly have energy conservation in mind, and modern
structures are significantly more energy efficient than older buildings, specifically those built 100 years
ago.

Rehabilitation of existing structures will be a significant aspect of revitalization efforts in the NAFRA.
Rehabilitation efforts often include updating windows and doors. Sometimes more substantial equipment
such as furnaces or water heaters are updated as well. These efforts will result in better energy efficiency
for rehabilitated structures.

A significant amount of energy will be expended to construct these homes. Massive soil grading and filling
activities are necessary, along with tree removal, the construction of retaining walls, and associated
activities.
However, in the end, the homeowners will benefit the most from new, energy efficient construction.
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SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTER CHANGES
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

As discussed above, the population of the NAFRA has stayed relatively stable over the last ten years, but has
declined over the last 25-30 years. Over the last ten years, there has been a relatively small, but noticeable,
shift in the demographics in the NAFRA to include a greater proportion of Latino residents. This does not
appear to have had a significant impact on the neighborhood.

By rehabilitating or building new homes, the NAFRA activities should bring some of the population back to
the area. The impact that this would have on the demographics of the NAFRA is not clear at this time.
However, focusing more on home rehabilitation than new construction would likely contribute to fewer
demographic changes.

DISPLACEMENT
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The planned activities for the NAFRA will focus on vacant lots and homes as well as rehabilitation that will
not require relocation of residents. Therefore, displacement should be avoided. If the situation arrives that
displacement is required, HUD guidance will be followed to appropriately reimburse and relocate affected
residents.
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EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME PATTERNS
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The design and construction of the housing units will provide construction jobs. The homes themselves
will not create permanent jobs.
Individuals residing in the homes may realize a savings over their hold homes if their old homes were
energy inefficient.

Members of the neighborhood association have expressed that a primary goal is to work with the City to
find developers and businesses that may be interested in helping to restore the 24th Street commercial
corridor, using the redevelopment plans as a draw. This has the potential to provide jobs and increased
income area residents.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

Lothrop Magent Elementary and King Science Magnet Middle School are located in the Kountze Park
Revitilization Area, which is contiguous with the NAFRA just on the east side of North 24th Street. These
two neighborhoods will make up the focus area for the City’s revitilzation efforts for 2018-2020. Both
neighborhoods feed into these schools. Children from these neighborhoods will feed into North High
School. These schools are both magnet schools that are well regarded. Lothrop Elementary is currently
undergoing renovations and will reopen for the 2018-2020 school year with remodeled facilities. It may be
beneficial to children moving into the neighborhood to have easy access to them.
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There are several educational facilities located close to the Development Area, such as Druid Hill
Elementary, Kennedy Elementary, Skinner Magnet Elementary, and ILP. Creighton Univerty, the University
of Nebraska at Omaha, and Metropolitan Community College are all located less than four miles from the
Development Area. It is unlikely that the construction or rehabilitation of housing units will significantly
impact the schools. Residents of the homes have access to educational facilities and improving the health
of homes and neighborhoods is beneficial to students.

COMMERCIAL FACILITIES
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

As presented at this time, the project will not directly impact commercial facilities. The project itself will
not create commercial opportunities, but the site is located near a commercial area which is largely vacant
and is in need of rehabilitation. Members of the neighborhood association for the NAFRA have expressed a
desire for the rehabilitation of these buildings and working towards new businesses to fill vacant buildings.
While the City is unlikely to fund these projects, the revitalization efforts of the NAFRA plan may make the
area more attractive to prospective businesses.
The City does own one commercial building in the NAFRA/Kountze Park area, the Native Omaha Building.
This building is currently vacant and the City will be looking for an individual or organization with the
ability to purchase and redevelop the building to a suitable use for the neighborhood.

The NAFRA is located approximately half a mile north from the development at 24th Street and Lake Street.
This includes grocery stores, restaurants, cultural activities, and clothing stores. It is hard to predict how
much access residents will have to, or need for, commercial facilities, but they are close at hand if there is a
need.
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HEALTH CARE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

No health care facilities are located witin the Development Area and the project will not directly affect
health care facilities.

The Creighton University Medical Center 47 is approximately a mile and a quarter south of the NAFRA,
however most of the emergency services that this facility once housed have recently been moved to Bergan
Mercy Hospital at 72nd Street and Mercy Avenue, which is approximately five and a half miles from the
NAFRA. The University of Nebraska 48 Medical Center is located approximately three and a half to the southwest. This facility does have emergency services. The Charles Drew Health Center is located approximately
a mile to the south-west at N 30th Street and Burdette Street. There are other health care facilities within
driving distance.

SOCIAL SERVICES
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The Salvation Army has a large facility located witin the Development Area at 24th Street and Pratt Street 49.
This facility has plans to expand their facility and services within the next three to five years. Several of the
surrounding vacant lots are owned by the Salvation Army and the organization is working to acquire
Creighton University Medical Center, http://www.chihealth.com/creighton-university-medical-center-universitycampus, accessed 8/30/2017
47

University of Nebraska Medical Center, https://unmc.edu/patientcare/clinics-facilities/index.html, accessed
8/30/2017

48

Salvation Army, http://www.salarmyomaha.org/programs-that-help/corps-community-worship-centers/northworship-community-center/, accessed 8/30/2017
49
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several more to accommodate their expansion plans. The Salvation Army provides daily meals, a weight
room and gym, after-school programs, and religious programming. The facility also serves as a meeting
place for the neighborhood; Neighborhood Action and Fact holds their neighborhood association meetings
here.

There are a number of social services located within a few miles of the Development Area, especially to the
south where the Refugee Empowerment Center 50 can be found, for example. The Siena/Francis House
(Campus for Hope) is located approximately one and a half miles to the east. The Charles Drew Health
Center 51 provides social services, as well.

SOLID WASTE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

No solid waste facilities are located witin the Development Area and the project will not directly affect solid
waste facilities.
Construction of additional homes and bringing additional people into the area will likely create significant
waste. The Douglas County landfill is not ‘at capacity,’ so it is unlikely the waste generated by project
activities will create a problem for the landfill.
The project site is located in a part of town with regular trash service provided by the City.

50
51

Refugee Empowerment Center, http://refugeeempowerment.org/who-we-are-2/accessed 5/17/2017
Charles Drew Health Center, http://charlesdrew.com/, accessed 5/17/2017
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WASTE WATER
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse
Beneficial
No Impact

Discussion
No waste water facilities are located witin the Development Area and the project will not directly affect
waste water facilities.

The installation of septic system is not part of this project. The construction of sanitary sewer main lines is
not part of the project. Main lines operated by the Metropolitan Utilities District are already in place. A
service line to the housing units will need to be installed, but as this is, in a manner of speaking, an infill
project and as such the result will be more efficient use of infrastructure.

The City of Omaha Public Work Department asked to be consulted when new housing was to be built in the
eastern part of town. They said the reason was due to backflow problems in certain parts of town. Public
Works was consulted on this development, and in an email the replied that this area was not of concern 52
because the sewer lines in that area have been separated (storm water and sanitary sewer).

STORM WATER
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

No storm water facilities are located witin the Development Area and the project will not directly affect
storm water facilities.

As previously stated, the storm water and sanitary sewer lines in this area have been separated (and by
implication have been modernized.) Increased density in the area will make more efficient use of these city
resources; however that could also add to increased runoff from more impermeable surfaces. The City’s
stormwater division of Public Works has ordinances to manage the increased quantity and potentially
52

Email from Adam Wilmes, Public Works, to Nicole Engels, Planning Department, June 5, 2017, see Appendix 14
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increased level of contamination. Developers and the City Planning Department will work with the
stormwater team to implement all requirements for increasing density.

Contractors working on this project will also be required to follow storm water management regulations
and prevent sediment and other contaminants from entering storm sewers, as discussed above.

WATER SUPPLY
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

No water supply facilities are located witin the Development Area and the project will not directly affect
water supply facilities. Wells will not be installed as part of this project.

The construction of water supply main lines is not part of the project. Main lines operated by the
Metropolitan Utilities District are already in place. A service line from the main line to the various housing
units will need to be installed. As mentioned above, this project will increase housing density, which makes
more efficient use of the City’s utilities.

PUBLIC SAFETY – POLICE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The project does not include funding for police services or construction or modification of police stations.

Regular police coverage is offered to this area. The Omaha Police Department’s northeast precinct 53 is
located just less than one mile to the northwest near North 30th Street and Ames Avenue.
Northwest Precinct, City of Omaha Police Department, https://police.cityofomaha.org/aboutus/precincts/northeast, accessed 8/30/2017
53
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PUBLIC SAFETY – FIRE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion
The project does not include the funding for fire department services or the construction or modification of
fire stations.
Regular fire department coverage is offered to this area. Fire Station #5 54, located at 2209 Florence
Boulevard, is approximately one mile southeast of the NAFRA. Fire hydrants are present in the
neighborhood.

By rehabilitating or demolishing vacant homes, the City will be removing a fire hazard. From 2014-2016
almost 13% of all fires that the Omaha Fire Department in vacant homes 55. The Fire Department estimates
that it costs approximately $2,000-$5,000 to put out a fire, depending on the time and equipment
required 56.

PUBLIC SAFETY – EMERGENCY MEDICAL
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion
The project does not include the funding for the support of emergency medical services or the construction
or modification of buildings for emergency medical services.

Fire Station #5, Omaha Fire Department, https://www.omaha-fire.org/index.php/fire-stations/station-5, accessed
8/30/2017
54

Email from Brent Van Scoy, BS, Omaha Fire Department, to Nicole Engels, Planning Department, December 1, 2016,
Appendix 14
55

Email from Daryl Giles, Assistant Fire Marshal, Omaha Fire Department, to Nicole Engels, Planning Department,
December 6, 2016, Appendix14
56
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As mentioned above, fire station #5 is close by. There are also ‘for hire’ ambulance services in Omaha. The
Development Area is accessible to emergency vehicles and has easy access to major roads that lead directly
to the University of Nebraska Medical Center.

Emergency medical service can be provided by the University of Nebraska Medical Center or, in a more
limited capacity, Creighton University Medical Center.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION – OPEN SPACE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

Currently there are a number of vacant lots creating too much open space in the Redevelopment Area. The
project may develop housing on many of the vacant lots in this area, thus reducing open space, but for
positive reasons.

While the primary goal of the project is not to address open space and recreation, there are opportunities
for improving open space use. The City employs a planner who creates open space plans and city staff will
continue to engage with residents of the NAFRA to determine where these plans would best serve the
neighborhood.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION – RECREATION
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

There are no city parks within the boundaries of the NAFRA. The neighborhood association does own a
property on the northeast corner of North 25th Ave and Manderson Ave that serves as a community garden
and community gathering space. The addition of any city parks within the neighborhood is unlikely due to
resource limitations.

Kountze Park is also less than a quarter mile from the Redevelopment Area and provides access to a
walking trail, tennis courts, a playground, and a splash area. The King Science Magnet Middle in the
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Kountze Park Revitalization Area is also within a quarter mile of the NAFRA and provide access to jogging
tracks.
Other recreational activities are within driving distance.

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION – CULTURAL FACILITIES
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The project will not create or eliminate cultural facilities, nor provide funding for them.

There are a number of religious organizations in the area that can serve the needs of residents moving into
the area, including the Salvation Army and a church that does revival services in good weather. There are,
of course, more churches with a short driving distance.
Approximately a mile south of the NAFRA is a commercial district that houses Love’s Jazz Center and the
Union for Contemporary Arts. This area also hosts the Native Omaha Days in August, which is a week-long
festival that includes a parade, concerts, food, and other activities.
There do not appear to be any other cultural facilities within the immediate area.

TRANSPORTATION
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The project does not call for the creation or maintenance of transportation services.
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According the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, the Redevelopment Area is located between two bus
routes (#24 and 18, run along 24th Street and 18th street respectively) 57 that service the neighborhood,
running within a few blocks of the Development Area and connect easily with the North Omaha Transit
Center at 30th Street and Sprague Street. The routes provide relatively easy access to amenities such as
hospitals, grocery stores, and recreation opportunities.
Eppley Airfield is located approximately three and a half driving miles to the east of the project site.

NATURAL FEATURES
WATER RESOURCES

Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

There are no water resources of note in this part of Omaha. Omaha’s drinking water is pulled from the
Platte and Missouri Rivers. The nearest surface water body is Carter Lake, which is about two and a half
miles to the east of the Redevelopment Area.

This project will not impact water resources.

Bus Route Map, Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, http://www.ometro.com/index.php/bus-system/system-map/
accessed 8/30/2017
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SURFACE WATER
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

Carter Lake is the nearest body of surface water, and that is located about a mile and a half to the east. The
Missouri River is located about three miles to the east, as well.
This project will not impact surface water bodies.

UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES AND AGRICULTURAL LANDS
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

As previously mentioned in Farmland Protection, above, there is no farmland located within the
Redevelopment Area. This project will not affect any agricultural lands.

The site topography offers some challenges during development, but certainly not insurmountable ones.
There are no unique natural features in the area.
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VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE
Anticipated or Potential Impact
Adverse

Beneficial

No Impact

Discussion

The project site is located in an urban setting. As previously stated in Endangered Species above, the
project will not adversely impact threatened or endangered species, or critical habitats. There is no wildlife
in the area other than squirrels, birds, raccoons and other animals found in an urban setting.

When a site is cleared, developers are asked to remove volunteer vegetation. However most vegetation
removed is not significant. Because the area is already heavily developed, it is unlikely that vegetation will
be impacted in an adverse way.

PART III: OTHER REQUIREMENTS
[24 CFR §58.6]

For the following sections, a response of “Yes” indicates the project is in compliance. A response of “No”
indicates further action may be necessary.

FLOOD DISASTER PROTECTION ACT (FLOOD INSURANCE)
[§58.6(a)]
Status:

Yes
No

Discussion
The Development Area is not located with a Special Flood Hazard Area as defined by FEMA. Please see
Floodplain Management, above.
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COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES ACT/COASTAL BARRIER IMPROVEMENT ACT
[§58.6(c)]
Status:

Yes
No

Discussion
There are no coastal zones in Nebraska. See Coastal Protection, above.

AIRPORT RUNWAY CLEAR ZONE DISCLOSURE & NOTIFICATION
[§58.6(d)]
Status:

Yes
No

Discussion
As discussed in Airport Hazards above, the project site is not located in CRZ or APZ. Runway clear zone
disclosure and notification is not required.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Public Notices were run in the Omaha Star and the Omaha World Herald on January 26, 2018.

On January 13, 2018, Nicole Engels from the City Planning Department attended the Neighborhood Action
and Fact Neighborhood Association monthly meeting. Two paper copies of the draft assessment were left
with the association members to review. One member requested that a copy be sent to her via email at that
time.
At a meeting with community members and potential partnering organizations on January 17, 2018, Ms.
Engels again presented on the environmental review and asked that anyone wishing for a copy provide
their email address. None of the attendees requested a digital copy.
This portion of the environmental assessment will be amended as further comments are received.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
PROJECT ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED
[24 CFR 58.40(e), Ref. 40 CFR 1508.9]

The No Action Alternative would be to do no work in this Redevelopment Area. However, this is one of the
lowest income areas of the city. It contains a high concentration of vacant lots and homes that are
deteriorating. There is little interest from outside developers, aside from Habitat for Humanity, in building
homes or moving businesses to the area. NAFRA has a relatively low rate of owner-occupied homes. If the
City were to choose this alternative, it is likely that the neighborhood and properties in it would continue to
erode.
No other alternatives were considered for this project.

MITIGATION AND PROJECT MODIFICATION MEASURES RECOMMENDED
[24 CFR 58.40(d), 40 CFR 1508.20]

Radon testing and mitigation must be conducted for all new construction projects and select housing
rehabilitation projects (see Contamination and Toxic Substances).

The City must conduct a Tier II Environmental Assessment before acquiring any lots so that environmental
conditions, such as lead hazards, can be addressed (see Contamination and Toxic Substances).

ADDITIONAL STUDIES PERFORMED

No additional studies have been performed. The need for additional studies will be done on a case by case
basis.

LIST OF AGENCIES AND PERSONS CONSULTED
[40 CFR 1508.9(b)]

Paul Mohr, United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, Region VII
Carey Grell, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Eliza Hines, United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Don Seten, City of Omaha Section 106 Historic Preservation Officer
Adam Wilmes, City of Omaha Public Works Department
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