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WHAT IS CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS?
In September 2019 the City of Omaha, Omaha Housing Authority, and Southside
Redevelopment Corporation received a $1.3 million, 3.5-year, Choice Neighborhoods
Planning + Action Grant.
The grant is administered by HUD and leverages significant public and private dollars to support
locally driven strategies that address struggling neighborhoods with distressed public or HUD-assisted
housing (in our case Southside Terrace Garden Apartments) through a comprehensive approach to
neighborhood transformation. The program is focused on three core goals:
Housing: Replace distressed public and assisted housing with high-quality mixed-income housing
that is well-managed and responsive to the needs of the surrounding neighborhood.
People: Improve outcomes of households living in the target housing related to employment and
income, health, and children’s education.
Neighborhood: Create the conditions necessary for public and private reinvestment in distressed
neighborhoods to offer the kinds of amenities and assets, including safety, good schools, and
commercial activity, that are important to families’ choices about their community.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Southside Terrace Garden Apartment Residents
Tuesday, February 18: 5:30pm-7:30pm | 3010 R Street (former YMCA @ 30th & Q)
All current Southside Terrace Garden Apartments residents are encouraged to attend this meeting. The
purpose of this meeting is (1) for residents to learn more information about the grant, what it means for them,
and the future of Southside Terrace, and (2) for residents to share what they want and
need from the community. Transportation, food, and childcare will be provided.
Neighborhood Residents & Stakeholders
Thursday, February 20: 5:30pm-7:30pm | Indian Hill Elementary School (3121 U Street)
Everyone is encouraged to attend the neighborhood residents & stakeholders meeting. The purpose is (1) for everyone to learn more information about the grant, what
it means for them, and the future of Southside Terrace, and (2) for attendees to share
what they want and need from the community. Food and childcare will be provided.

This is the first issue of the CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS quarterly newsletter. The purpose is to share
with you important information about progress and events related to the Choice Neighborhoods Planning +
Action grant. For more information, visit https://planninghcd.cityofomaha.org/choice-neighborhoods or call
Kellie at 402-444-5150 ext. 2008.

WHAT IS THE
PROCESS?
With this grant, the City, Omaha
Housing Authority, and Southside
Redevelopment Corporation will
work with our Engagement Team
partners - Heartland Workers Center,
The Simple Foundation, Spark CDI,
and Omaha by Design - to create
a comprehensive Transformation
Plan for the Southside Terrace Indian Hills neighborhood and
the Southside Terrace Garden
Apartments. The process will have
a strong emphasis on community
engagement. The plan will include
strategies addressing a wide range
of areas, including neighborhood
development, health care,
education, transportation, workforce
development, public safety, arts
and culture, and civic engagement.
The plan is due to HUD in the Fall of
2021.

EMPLOYMENT

Choice Neighborhoods Planning + Action Grant Area

Did you know certain projects and activities
require, to the greatest extent feasible,
employment and economic opportunities be
directed toward low- and very low-income
persons, particularly those who are recipients of
government assistance for housing?
But, YOU NEED TO BE REGISTERED as a Section 3
business or individual.
To learn more, attend either meeting on February
18 or February 20 or contact the City’s Section 3
Coordinator, Alyssa Silhacek at 402-444-5150 ext.
2017 or alyssa.silhacek@cityofomaha.org.

We then have until Spring of 2023
to complete one or more physical
community development or
economic development project(s)
that enhance and accelerate the
transformation of the neighborhood.
Then, we will likely apply for
a Choice Neighborhoods
Implementation Grant (which the
City and Omaha Housing Authority
were recently awarded for North
30th Street), which is up to $35
million.

